MYSTERIOUS FOKGQTTEN RACES
However,  It was  In their metal  work that  the
Manabis accomplished the most astounding1 results*
'Not only did they manufacture beautiful objects of
gold of ordinary size, but they produced ornaments
of gold of microscopic dimensions. In the Museum
of the American Indian, Heye Foundations in New
York are many tiny particles of gold which appear
to be natural grains or small nuggets. But when
viewed through a magnifying-glass they are revealed
as most perfectly and beautifully wrought beads*
Many are elaborately engraved or chased^ others are
built up of several almost invisible pieces welded or
soldered together, and all are pierced. It seems im-
possible that such minute objects,, many smaller than
the head of a common pin? could have been produced
by human beings without the aid of a lens. The only
solution seems to be that the Manabis actually made
use of crude lenses fashioned from crystal, or else
they possessed microscopic eyes and more adept and
delicate fingers than any other race of men.
Despite the high attainments in art* engineering*
astronomy and government which were reached by
the Aztecs, the Incas, the Mayas and others, in a way
these unknown, forgotten races of South America
were more remarkable, and were unquestionably far
more ancient. From the Chibcha district in
Colombia to northern Chile, numerous races rose to
a civilized state, vanished and were forgotten centur-
ies before the first Montezuma or the first Inca saw
the light of day. Indeed this area, much of which is
to-day arid desert or even more sterile mountains*
and which is so austere, so uninviting and so bare of
the very essentials of existence, appears to have been